
Bridgman Public School District 
Election 

August 4, 2020  
 

In addition to the election of four Board of Education members, you will be asked to vote 
for the following (actual ballot language): 
 

OPERATING MILLAGE RENEWAL PROPOSAL 
 

This proposal will allow the school district to continue to levy its authorized millage on all 
property, except principal residence and other property exempted by law, required for the school 
district to receive its full revenue per pupil foundation allowance and renews millage that will 
expire with the 2020 levy.   
 
Shall the currently authorized millage rate limitations of 8.88 mills ($8.88 on each $1,000 of 
taxable valuation) on the amount of taxes which may be assessed against all property, except 
principal residence and other property exempted by law, in Bridgman Public School District, 
Berrien County, Michigan be renewed for a period of 6 years, 2021 to 2026, inclusive, to provide 
funds for operating purposes: the estimate of the revenue the school district will collect if the 
millage is approved and levied in 2021 is approximately $10,481,700 (this is a renewal of 
millage that will expire with the 2020 tax levy).   
 

PURPOSE  
 

This vote is required to allow the district to collect the full 8.38 mills on non-homestead property, 
such as apartment buildings, rental homes, second homes, vacant property, some vacant land 
and commercial/industrial property.    
 
To maintain the funding that voters have approved in the past and for the school district to 
receive the per pupil foundation allowance for operating purposes from State School Aid, the 
school district must levy 8.38 mills on non-homestead properties under “Proposal A”.    
 

AT NO TIME WILL THE LEVY EXCEED 8.38 MILLS 
 

MULTI-YEAR RENEWAL, SO WE DO NOT HAVE TO GO TO THE VOTERS EVERY YEAR 
 

THIS IS NOT A NEW TAX.  THIS IS A RENEWAL OF AN EXISTING TAX 
 

IT DOES NOT INCREASE TAXES 
 

IT ONLY AFFECTS NON-HOMESTEAD PROPERTIES 
 
 
 
 
 

Questions?  Please contact me! 
 

Shane M. Peters, Superintendent 
269-466-0220 

Speters@bridgmanschools.com 
 

mailto:Speters@bridgmanschools.com


FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 

What does “non-homestead” mean? 
 
Non-homestead represents industrial, commercial and certain agricultural property and 
“second homes.”  It does not include a family’s primary residence.  
 
I thought schools no longer received funding through property taxes, so why is 
there a millage renewal on the ballot?  
 
Funding for school districts changed significantly in 1994 when Proposal A was passed 
by the voters.  Under Proposal A, the State pays the majority of the cost but to receive 
full funding school districts must levy a millage on non-homestead property. 
 
Is this a new tax? 
 
No.  This millage was approved by the Bridgman Public School District voters in 2014.  
The Bridgman Public School District had voter approval to levy 8.38 mills on non-
homestead property through 2020.  
 
How much will this cost my business? 
 
This renewal will have little effect on your current taxes.  For a business with a taxable 
value of $100,000 the tax would be $838 ($100,000 ÷ $1,000 x 8.38 mills), the same as 
you are paying today.  
 
Will my residential school taxes increase too? 
 
No. This tax is on non-homestead property and does not apply to your primary place of 
residence.  
 
What if the millage renewal is voted down? 
 
The revenue generated from the 8.38 mills totals over $10 million annually and 
represents over 65% of the school district’s budget.  If this millage renewal does not 
pass, the State will not replace the funding and Bridgman Public School District will be 
forced to eliminate staff, programs and services.  
 

 


